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PART OF REGION H (THE HOSPALITY REGION) F R I E N D S  F O R  F U N ,  S A F E T Y ,   

A N D  K N O W L E D G E  
From Billings Gazette Wed Aug 31st 

As Ray Garris drove into Billings in 1997 to meet with 
other Honda Gold Wing motorcyclists for the Gold 
Wing Road Riders Association's annual Wing Ding 
gathering, welcome signs in windows made a lasting 
impression on him. "It's something to see a sign in the 
window that says 'Welcome Gold Wingers,'" he said. 
"You guys invite us back. It keeps getting better and 
better." Courtesy of Visit Billings, the welcome wagon 
rolled out Tuesday night once again in the form of a 
party downtown for the international group dedicated 
to the Honda brand of touring motorcycle. Attendance 
for the event kicking off the 38th annual Wing Ding 
was estimated at 1,500 or more, said Visit Billings 
sales manager Stefan Cattarin. Many wore colorful 
jackets and shirts representing the group's numerous 
chapters that include members in all 50 states, as well 
as Europe, Canada, Australia and elsewhere. After 
receiving information sheets and red bandannas from 
Visit Billings staff at the party's entrance, attendees 
were greeted by the sight of a zigzag stretch of stock 
fence featuring local history and other information 
courtesy of the Western Heritage Center. Down the 
block, people could be seen line dancing in the middle 
of North Broadway, while others chose to attend a 
Johnny Cash tribute concert by The Cold Hard Cash 
Show at the Alberta Bair Theatre. Food and refresh-
ments were also provided for attendees. Anthony 
Calloway said he'd made the trip from his hometown, 
Chicago. "It's a nice ride, a lot of nice people on the 
road," he said. Calloway said he tries to ride rain or 
shine on his motorcycle but, echoing one of the 
group's core messages, said that safety is a top prior-
ity for him. He rides in full protective gear, dons bright 
colors so that he is visible on the roadway and even 
has a license plate that reads "SAFE1," he said. Jeff 
Duffey, of the Wesley Chapel GWRRA chapter in 
Florida, said promoting safety is a priority to the 
group. "Look twice, save a life," Duffey said, quoting 
what he said is an important group message. The 
Wing Ding is an opportunity to see friends from all 
over that members might see only once a year, Duffey 
said. A bonus not lost on him is the scenery. "You've 
got a beautiful state," 
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We know it’s only September, but Mid-Winter 
Round Up (MWRU) will sneak up on you before 
you know it. It’s time to start thinking about your 
“Chapter Team” and your new Couple or Indi-
vidual of the Year.  Getting the Appointment 
Papers, MOU’s and resumes filled out. We 
would like to have all the forms filled out and 
returned to your District staff before MWRU, 
that way we can have all the patches and pins 
in order to hand out to your new team. Let’s not 
wait until the last minute to pick your team. Re-
member the Chapter Directors, Chapter Mem-
bership Enhancement Coordinators, Chapter 
Educators and Chapter Treasurers will need to 
be interviewed by the District team.  
 
At the MWRU each Chapter Director will be 
given a folder that contains all the information 
and instructions regarding the upcoming Dis-
trict Rally on May 18-20, 2017. 
 

“Gathering of the Tribes” 
Since we are having next year’s rally in Wichita 
Falls, here is a little history of the Wichita Indi-
ans. Your District team thinks this will be a 
great theme for this year’s rally, “Gathering of 
the Tribes”. We will have an awesome looking 
rally pin and have begun planning fun things to 
do at the Rally.  
 
The first man to ever see and record a meeting 
with the Wichita was Coronado and the men of 
his expedition.  He explored the American 
Southwest in the early 1500s looking for riches. 
Coronado came across the Wichita in 1541 in 
the Great Bend area of the Arkansas River. 
That was a long time ago--over 450 years.  The 
Wichita are called a tribe that had a chief and 
sub chief. Then there were independent sub 
tribes or bands that spoke Wichita and shared 
the Wichita culture.  They spoke a language 
called, Wichita. Before the Wichita came to 

Texas, they had farms and villages, but they 
moved around a little, also. From spring until 
fall they lived a village life and grew maize, 
pumpkins, squash, and beans and even 
planted plum trees. Even though they lived 
near several rivers, the Wichita did not eat fish. 
In the fall until spring, the Wichita would close 
up their villages and migrate west to go on a 
buffalo hunt. Then, in the spring they would re-
turn to the village and plant crops again.  While 
they were in the village, the Wichita lived in 
grass houses. These houses were made of 
forked cedar poles. The poles, which were very 
sturdy, were covered by dried grasses. These 
houses were very well made and lasted for 
many years. 
 
They were big, too. Early explorers have de-
scribed them as being 15 to 30 feet across. 
The houses were shaped like giant cones. 
Each house had 10 to 12 beds in it. In the cen-
ter of the roof was a small hole to let out the 
smoke from the fire which was always placed in 
the middle of the house floor. There was also a 
kitchen in 
these houses. 
Not like the 
ones we have 
today, of 
course, but it 
was a hol-
lowed out tree 
trunk that was 
used to grind 
corn and pre-
pare meals. When the Wichita went on their 
winter buffalo hunts they lived in tepees just 
like other Plains Indians. 
 
The Wichita wore clothes made of tanned 
hides. The men wore shirts and loin cloths and 
leggings. Both men and women wore mocca-
sins. The women wore dresses that reached 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 
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from their chin to their ankles. Often the 
women decorated their dresses with long 
rows of elk teeth. Elk teeth were considered 
very valuable among the Wichita. They may 
have been used as trade items with neighbor-
ing tribes. 
 
We know for certain they were trading buffalo 
robes. Buffalo robes were very special. You 
see, the Indians had a way of tanning the 
hides to where the fur was still on one side 
and the other side was as soft as cloth. You 
can see why buffalo robes would be in great 
demand among other tribes.  We believe the 
Wichita may have been trading something 
called Bois de Arc wooden bows. Bois de Arc 
is a kind of tree. The wood from the Bois de 
Arc tree is very strong and flexible. The Wich-
ita lived in area where the Bois de Arc trees 
grew. We know they were making bows from 
this very flexible wood, and we believe they 
traded it also. Whatever it was they traded, it 
was probably something that someone had 
great skill in making. 
 
The women, on the other hand, did much of 
the stuff needed to keep the village and family 
going. Women were responsible for tanning 
and painting the hides, caring for the crops, 
sewing clothes, fetching firewood, preparing 
food, fencing the fields, covering the grass 
houses, gathering most of the food and tend-
ing the children. They learned what they 
needed to survive from their parents and other 
close relatives. When children were under the 
age of three, they were rarely punished.  After 
age three, they were either scolded by their 
moms or punished by a non-relative. If a mom 
asked a non-relative to punish her rotten child, 
the non-relative could use whatever form of 
punishment he or she saw fit to use. The mom 

was forbidden to interfere after asking for 
help. It usually only took one of these non-
relative punishments to keep a bad kid in line.  
Children were raised by their moms until they 
were about 10 or so. Then, the boys were 
taught by their dads and the girls by their 
moms. The boys and girls also received in-
struction from other close relatives--like their 
aunts and uncles.  Their people had been hit 
hard by a smallpox epidemic in 1837. From 
1830 to 1907, the Indians watched their terri-
tory shrink to the size of a few reservations. 
 
There are not very many Wichita left today. 
But there used to be many of them. We are 
not sure how many there was when Coronado 
first found them, but he said there were 25 
towns. We don t know how many houses 
were in each town, but we do know that each 
house had 10 to 12 beds in it. By 1772, Indian 
population numbers were being recorded. The 
Wichita had about 600 warriors (not counting 
non-warriors, women or children) at that time. 
In 1780, it was estimated that there were 
about 3,200 total Wichita. By 1805, a number 
of 400 men were given and by 1868, the 
population is recorded as being 572 total 
Wichita, including the sub tribes. Finally, in the 
census of 1937, we see that there were only 
385 left. Nowadays, the Wichita children have 
to go to school just like we do.  
 
Now that we have some history, let’s starting 
thinking about what you might need to dress 
like a Wichita. (Costumes are now available-
Halloween)  
 Mike & Robin Thacker  
Texas District Director 
 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 

Continued 
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Summer trip time 
Wing Ding Here We Are 

 
At this point we are enjoying all that Wing Ding 
has to offer.  It is great that next year we will 
have Wing Ding in our great state of Texas.  
Everyone in the DFW area should be able to 
attend.   
 
To this point getting to Wing Ding has been a 
real round about trip.  As stated in last months 
Newsletter Dawn and I departed Texas on 15 
of July.  Yes we have been on the road for 6 
weeks now.  Really not all that bad.  We have 
been able to visit friends and Family along the 
way.  I stayed in touch with Reese, Osborn, 
Poulard and Garcia and was able to meet them 
in Eureka CA.  I think this was the time they all 
ran out of clean clothes and took a day to do 
laundry and finally wash the bugs off their 
bikes.   
 
Dawn and I left N California on Sunday to make 
the three day trip to Billings.  We were fortunate 
to have good weather and were able to go over 
the Beartooth pass on the way to billings.  We 
spend Monday night in W Yellowstone (just at 
the western entrance to Yellowstone NP).  The 
ride through Yellowstone and over Beartooth 
pass is our second time over the pass  This 
time we went from west to the east (a couple of 
years back we rode from Red Lodge along the 
same route stopped for the night in Missoula 
MT.  The weather in Billings was nice for Wing 
Ding.  The days were warm (Not HOT) and the 
evenings cooled off nicely.  Of course the last 
day is when it got cold.  As people were plan-
ning to depart Billings they were putting on sev-
eral layers.  This was a big change from the 
previous Wing Ding In Billings.  Of course I 
have to mention the people.  Everyone in the 

town was nice and curious about what Wing 
Ding was all about.  The local news station cov-
ered a number of events.  The most interesting 
was the Crash Scene Reenactment on 
Wednesday.  From what I was told it was really 
well liked.  I did my part in the reenactment by 
laying down my bike and coating my self with 
ketchup.  I was screaming and asking for help.  
I was the one not wearing a helmet for the 
crash scene.  Of course we had to have some 
one doing that as unknown to me Dawn played 
dead (no wonder I did not hear her screaming 
behind me).  Because Dawn decided to play 
one of the dead persons she was left on the 
ground while I was whisked off to the ambu-
lance.  Once in the ambulance I was let go an 
roamed about the crowd.  The local police as 
well as the EMT and fire department took part 
in the crash scene event.  After al was done 
there was an open question secession and the 
police answered questions from the people 
standing around.  Region H sponsored the 
event and there were number of great com-
ments on the event. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone at 
the next Wing Ding in Grapevine TX 
 
EDITOR  NOTE 
I am still looking for anyone that is interested in 
helping to produce the District Newsletter.  
While traveling it has been a little difficult to get 
the NL out and some help would be greatly ap-
preciated.  
 Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 

 
 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK Texas COY Adventures 

COUPLE DIVIDED 
 
The month of August not only has brought the 
summer heat but it in the Houston area it has 
additionally fetched uncharacteristic rains and 
flooding.  Through the ups and downs from the 
weather, we have managed to keep a busy 
schedule but not in as conventional manner as 
one might expect.  
 
The month started for us 
being divided on the first 
Saturday of the month, on 
the home front.  While I 
attended a game night that 
was hosted by our Chap-
ter Directors, Bart and 
Cheryl Harris; Linda and 
Lauren (our daughter) at-
tended a wedding and re-
ception of one of our life-long friends.  On a 
night that I got to hang out with all of our chap-

ter mates play-
ing games with 
enough food for 
a reception, it 
turns out so was 
the case for 
Linda, despite 
being in different 
locations and 
her being at an 
actual reception.  

That was only a start to the craziness.  On the 
11th of the month, Linda left with her family to 
Franklin, Tennessee for (2) weeks to attend a 
family reunion, while I continued to work out of 
Tulsa, OK.   While in Tulsa, I contacted our 
friends Mike and Vicki Stoneburner, which 
moved to Oklahoma 4 years ago and invited 
them to attend the OK-E Chapter Gathering 

with me on Tuesday, August 9th.  They agreed 
and we met at the Golden Corral in Tulsa 
around 6:15pm.  
 
We walked in to be greeted by a couple had 
just sat down with their dinner so we decided to 
do the same and headed for the buffet line.  By 
the time we had returned, the side of the res-
taurant had already starting filling up with 
Chapter E “Elite Eagles”, all decked out in the 
color of green.  The meeting began with a sa-
lute to the flag and soon we were listening to 
Chapter Director Brett Keathley introduce the 
visitors and explain the agenda for the evening.  
Brett announced that it would be an abbrevi-
ated meeting due to having a planned ride, di-
rectly after the gathering.  After learning of the 
past and upcoming events, we listened to pres-
entations from Chapter MEC Ken Frazier and 
Chapter Educator Harry Sanders, before it was 
time for the drawings.  Although we struck out 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK Texas COY Adventures 
Continued 

on the 50/50 money, all was not lost.  We cer-
tainly enjoyed the visit with all the “Elite Eagles” 
and left winning a Golden Corral gift card, en-
suring our return.   
 
Later in the week, Linda and her family, travel-
ing by car, arrived in Tennessee. In their plans 
was a family reunion and spending time with 
family and friends.  One of those friends sug-
gested meeting them for dinner at Catfish Cam-
pus Restaurant in Columbia Tennessee on Sat-
urday, August 13th.  As it turned out, Chapter 
TN- Z, “The Mule Town Wings”, were meeting 
on this same night at the same restaurant.  
This allowed Linda to stage a meet and greet 
with the chapter.  Although she also partici-
pated in their 50/50 ticket sales, she came up 
empty in cash but rich in new friends.   
 
Later in the month, with Linda still in Tennes-
see, I made my way back to Spring (from Okla-
homa) to take in a ride with our TX-M2 chapter-
mates to Bellville TX to a small restaurant 
called “The Hill” which was converted from an 
out school drive-in.  What the restaurant lacked 
in size, it certainly made up for in nostalgia and 
quality time spent with friends on our bikes.  

 

Although we spent most of the month of August 
“seemingly divided” going in different direc-
tions, we look forward to reuniting in Septem-
ber.  On September 29th, we hope to see as 
many of you as possible in Muskogee, Okla-
homa for the Oklahoma District Rally, “Country 
Winging”.   Scott & Linda Gresak 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2016-17 
 =================================== 

Today in History 
 
September 1, 1939 - At 5.30 a.m., Hitler's ar-
mies invaded Poland starting World War II in 
Europe. 
September 1, 1969 - Military officers overthrew 
the Libyan government. The Libyan Arab Re-
public was then proclaimed under Colonel 
Muammar Gaddafi. 
September 1, 1983 - Korean Air Lines Flight 
007 was shot down by a Russian fighter jet 
while on route from New York to Seoul, killing 
all 269 persons on board. The Boeing 747 re-
portedly strayed 100 miles off course over se-
cret Soviet Russian military installations on the 
Kamchatka Peninsula and Sakhalin Island. It 
crashed in the Sea of Japan. 
 
September 2, 1945 - President Harry Truman 
declared V-J Day (Victory over Japan Day) 
commemorating the formal Japanese surrender to the Allies aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo 
Bay.  
 
September 3, 1783 - The Treaty of Paris was 
signed by John Adams, Ben Franklin and John 
Jay, formally ending the American Revolution-
ary War between Britain and the United States.  
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Motorcycle  
Helmet Laws 
 
As I rode across 15 
states the past month 
for Wing Ding, I noted 
numerous riders without 
helmets.  Since I pro-
mote ATGATT, I wanted 
to see which states had 
helmet laws.  I went to 
the Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety and 
found the following infor-
mation to pass along: 
 
Motorcycle helmet laws 
vary widely among the 
states and have changed a lot in the past half a 
century. Currently, 19 states and the District of 
Columbia have laws requiring all motorcyclists 
to wear a helmet, known as universal helmet 
laws. Laws requiring only some motorcyclists to 
wear a helmet are in place in 28 states. There 
is no motorcycle helmet use law in three states 
(Illinois, Iowa and New Hampshire).  
 
In the past, many more states had universal 
helmet laws, thanks to pressure from the fed-
eral government. In 1967, states were required 
to enact helmet use laws in order to qualify for 
certain federal safety programs and highway 
construction funds. The federal incentive 
worked. By the early 1970s, almost all the 
states had universal motorcycle helmet laws. 
However, in 1976, states successfully lobbied 
Congress to stop the Department of Transpor-
tation from assessing financial penalties on 
states without helmet laws.  
 
Low-power cycle is a generic term used by IIHS 
to cover motor-driven cycles, mopeds, scoot-

ers, and various other 2-wheeled cycles ex-
cluded from the motorcycle definition. While 
state laws vary, a cycle with an engine dis-
placement of 50 cubic centimeters or less, 
brake horsepower of 2 or less, and top speeds 
of 30 mph or less typically is considered an 
low-power cycle. Twenty-three states have mo-
torcycle helmet laws that cover all low-power 
cycles. Twenty-four states and the District of 
Columbia have laws that cover some low-
power cycles.  
 Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell All The Gear All The Time 
 
 
 
 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  
MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

Lyle and Sheri Altes  

Wow this has been a strange month, weather 
wise and has gone by fast, hard to believe Au-
gust is coming to an end and that Wing Ding is 
upon us. We know all of you attending Wing 
Ding are going to have a great time. We sadly 
will not be attending that awful thing called 
work is preventing us from going, but we wish 
all of you that are going safe trips and we will 
look forward to hearing all about it on your re-
turn. 
 
As we now start the move into the Fall months 
there a great many things for the MEC’s and 
CD’s to do to get ready for 2017 such as Cou-
ple of the Year selection, getting Chapter of 
The Year processes setup, and new officer 
nominations & appointments etc.. As I stated 
last month I feel that selection of chapter’s 
Couple of the Year should be a priority, this is 
a program all chapters should strive to have in 
place. Remember these are our Ambassadors 
the people we want all new members to meet 
first and learn from, the ones that show other 
chapters, the best there is to see of your chap-
ter. And most of the time these same couples 
either have been, are now, or will be in leader-
ship positions in your chapter and elsewhere in 
GWRRA. Below is an excerpt that I found on 
line describing the people we need 
 

2016 Couple of the Year Program 
The Couple of the Year Program was estab-
lished in 1988 to recognize couples for their 
dedication, accomplishments, and partici-
pation; couples who typify the GWRRA im-
age of “fun, safety and knowledge”. Each 
year couples are honored by being selected 
as Chapter, District, Region and Interna-
tional Couples of the Year. Chapter Couples 
are active, enthusiastic about GWRRA, and 
committed to GWRRA ideals.  Chapter Cou-
ples promote GWRRA both with the Asso-

ciation, helping with retention, and outside 
the Association, and helping to attract new 
members into the GWRRA “family”. Thus, 
the Couple of the Year at each level should 
be a couple that you would be proud to rep-
resent you and the Association. 
 
We all know someone in our chapters that fits 
the above description, lets recognize and 
honor them by participating in the COY pro-
gram, and use this to help make your chapter 
even stronger and more fun for all your mem-
bers. 
 
While on the COY program, current couples 
we need you to start thinking about joining us 
in the District Couple of the Year selection 
process for next year’s rally. We would like to 
see several of you participate the more cou-
ples there are the more fun it is for all. I know it 
sounds scary but it really is not we try and 
make it easy and fun, and if you have any 
doubts talk to any couple that has participated 
and they will be glad to tell you about their ex-
perience and the fun they had. If you would 
like to participate or have any questions, feel 
free to contact us. Lyle & Sheri Altes 
TX District MEC's 
MEC's Make Fun Happen!!! 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 
 
September 4, 1886 - The last major U.S.-
Indian war came to an end as Geronimo was 
captured. He died of natural causes in 1909 at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Teamwork:  is the concept of people working 
together cooperatively. 
 
How true! 
How many times have we all been part of 
team? Many, many, times I expect, but how 
many of us can truly say we trusted each and 
every member of that team? 
 
Here in GWRRA we are all one family, we all 
become members because we want to, we en-
joy the camaraderie, the rides, the events, and 
of course the food. We are all volunteers; we 
want to help out whether that is at the monthly 
gathering or at an event or ride. We get paid for 
doing this, not monetarily of course but by be-
ing enriched with a sense of well being and ac-
complishment. When your chapter directors ask 
for volunteers do you consider how you can 
help or do you automatically shrink into your 
seat and listen to the negative side of your 
thoughts who say don’t do that. The more peo-
ple say they are not going to help the more 
work it is for others. Usually you find that those 
who complain the loudest and longest are the 
ones who will not step up and be part of the so-
lution, they are the problem. If a chapter has 
too many naysayers then nothing gets done, it 
falls to the same people every time who even-
tually become disenchanted and they may stop 
volunteering. Now your team is another person 
or couple short and pretty soon your own chap-
ter disintegrates into factions or totally falls 
apart. Every chapter has its team, these are the 
people who do volunteer to help, who partici-
pate, and have the most fun. Your chapter 
team always does its best for the chapter par-
ticipants; by organizing rides, events, outings, 
visits, bar-b-que or whatever. Nothing is be-
yond the scope of your chapter team because 
they strive to work together, something that can 

only be built upon trust and friendship. 
 
Have you ever considered being part of your 
chapter team? 
Ending this month’s article we are leaving you 
with one of my personal favorite quotes: 

 
"Teamwork is the ability to work together 
toward a common vision. The ability to di-
rect individual accomplishments toward 
organizational objectives. It is the fuel that 
allows common people to attain uncom-mon results." --Andrew Carnegie 
 
Until next time, ride safe. 
 Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 
Texas District Trainers 
Tel: 214-886-5798 
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From August 2016 Insight NL  

Leadership  
 
God given or learned? I think it’s both. You 
hear some leaders referred to as “natural 
born leader”. I thought I was just bossy 
when I was growing up, not that I would 
admit that then! But over time I have been 
ex-posed to many leaders and leadership 
styles and I can now say with some degree 
of knowledge that there are leaders for 
many different aspects of life and organi-
zations. Some of the qualities and charac-
teristic transfer across to all but some 
have their own unique qualities.  
 
In GWRRA we need leaders in many differ-
ent areas. We need a Director who can 
keep a good widespread vision on all as-
pects and be able to give direction and 
most importantly make things happen. A 
great leader knows that it takes a TEAM! 
We need an Educator, someone with pa-
tience, an ability to share knowledge so 
the “student” understands and can put 
that knowledge to work and a passion for 
sharing how to be the best rider or co-rider 
you can be. We need a Trainer, some-one 
with a passion for sharing knowledge and 
helping,  
 
through coaching and instruction, each 
Member realize how they can contribute. 
We need an MEP, the ones we call the 
“Fun People”. They need to lead through 
activities and FUN while keeping their eye 
on our Membership recruiting and reten-
tion and setting plans to make that hap-
pen. We need leaders who can plan rides; 
plan social events; plan eating events; and 
plan for our finances, thank you Treasur-
ers!  

So when I hear the expression “we can’t 
find anyone to step up” it makes me won-
der, with so many leaders in so many ar-
eas why can’t we find anyone? I believe 
that we work so hard at being good lead-
ers that we sometimes complain about 
how hard it is and we forget to express the 
joy and the fun. If a job is horrible does 
anyone want it? So next time you talk 
about your leadership talents remember to 
be positive about your accomplishments 
and the fun you are having. This attitude 
will open your mind to the opportunities all 
around you. Then trust your gut, you’ll 
spot leaders all around you that you 
missed before because you’ll remember as 
a good leader that we need leaders in 
many areas and each one who you ask to 
help you makes your job easier, more fun 
and you’re training the future of GWRRA. 
What an honor!  
 
Question for the President  
Ghost Members????  
Members???? A Member of GWRRA is 
someone who is in good standing with 
their dues paid. So by the very term ghost 
do we mean the presence of a Member 
past? In some cases unfortunately that is 
too often who we are referring to and that 
is certainly where it gets really tough!  
 
If you do nothing as a leader what mes-
sage does it send to the rest of the Mem-
bership of GWRRA? When we think with 
this mindset you realize that it tells the rest 
of our Members that we aren’t really con-
cerned about our Association because 
we’ll accept those who are not honorable 
and have joined and pay for their Member-
ship. You see, I don’t think this is the mes-
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From June 2016 Insight NL Continued 

sage that we want to send!  
 
When we have different pricing for an 
event, that is to attract a Non-Member to 
come and take a look at us and through 
that look we want them to join. Many of us 
as leaders have offered free registration to 
our event if a person joins rather than have 
them pay the higher price. It’s a great in-
centive.  
 
When I first became a leader there was the 
“magic 3 meetings” recommendation for a 
ghost member. That no longer exists in 
our Handbook. But our Handbook does do 
a very good job of explaining our position 
and why we feel that a “ghost” takes away 
from the experience of the whole.  
 
On another note, our Membership is really 
reasonable for what we get, maybe even 
cheap! For $45 for an Individual or $55 as a 
Family you gain the benefits of “Organized 
GWRRA” our Chapters, Districts, Regions 
and all they have to offer. You get Wing 
World Magazine. You get hotel, travel, 
amusement park, health, and much more 
in the way of special prices and discounts. 
You get towing for a motorcycle! Our pro-
gram is so good that we’ve expanded it to 
offer you even more benefit for slightly 
more in a way to fit your needs! There are 
so many benefits to our Membership that 
having that discussion with someone is 
important. Remember we have really great 
brochures to help you explain benefits and 
provide an easy sign up.  
 
So when you are faced with this situation 
remember that you have resources from 
the Handbook to your Appointing Officers 
and you should refer to those resources. 

Also as I said above about leadership, 
trust your “gut” you know what feels 
rights your only real task is to find the way 
to express yourself with integrity over this 
situation. Good luck!  
 Anita & JR Alkire  
623-445-2380  
president@gwrra.org  
 
=================================== 

Special Dates in History 
September 5-6, 1972 - Eleven members of 
the Israeli Olympic Team were killed during an 
attack on the Olympic Village in Munich by 
members of the Black September faction of 
the Palestinian Liberation Army. Israeli jets 
then bombed Palestinian positions in Lebanon 
and Syria in retaliation on September 8, 1972. 
September 5, 1975 - The first of two Septem-
ber assassination attempts on President Ge-
rald Ford occurred as a woman pointed a gun 
at the President in Sacramento, California. 
Two weeks later, a second attempt occurred 
as another woman fired a shot at Ford in San 
Francisco. Ford was not harmed in either inci-
dent. 
September 6, 1991 - Leningrad was renamed 
Saint Petersburg by Russian legislators fol-
lowing the collapse of the Soviet Union. Rus-
sia's second largest city had been known as 
Leningrad for 67 years in honor of Vladimir 
Lenin, founder of the Soviet Union.  
September 7, 1986 - Bishop Desmond Tutu 
became Archbishop of Cape Town, South Af-
rica, the first black head of South Africa's An-
glicans.  
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Region H News Directors Corner JIM & REBA BERRY 
FROM REGION H AUGUST NL 

Wing Ding is almost here and you need to 
know Reba and I are extremely jealous! We 
have heard all these great plans for rides to 
and from Billings and due to the old “JOB”, we 
will be unable to travel via the old Goldwing. 
Here is what we need for you to do for us: 
Take pictures. Lots and lots of pictures of the 
ride to Wing Ding and the ride home. Take 
pictures at the rally of the things that impress 
you or you enjoyed the most. Later, we will 
ask you to email us about 10 of your best 
shots which we will compile into a video to be 
shown at our next Region Rally in Marshall. 
We know we have some great shutter bugs 
out there.  
 
While at Wing Ding, please help us out by vol-
unteering to help with the bike show. There 
will be an organizational meeting on Wednes-
day afternoon. Check the event schedule for 
details. Don’t forget to wear your hi-vis green / 
yellow to support Carolyn and Steve Cotton in 
the Couple of the Year selection on Tuesday 
morning.  
 
Be there to support our Region Talent entries 
in the “GWRRA Has Talent” evening enter-
tainment. We will be represented by the KS 
District Team in their special rendition of 
“Home on the Range” and by Alvalin and Jim 
Woodul signing “God Bless the USA”. This is 
an especially appropriate song in that Thurs-
day is patriotic day at Wing Ding. Rodd Polk is 
working hard on the Crash Scene. If you are 
going to be there Wednesday and on your 
Goldwing, we ask you to make yourselves 
available to strategically place your bikes 
among the crowd so that all can hear the CB 
radio chatter. If you can help in the GWRRA 

Store (formerly known as the Goody Booth), 
please do so.  
 
Here is another thing to plan for: The October 
Region H Ride-In. Check out the info at the 
end of this newsletter. Steve and Billie Flem-
ing are doing an awesome job putting this ride 
together. There will be no registration fees. 
There will be 50/50 tickets sales but hey, 
that’s just natural. There will be door prizes, 
splendid scenery, good food and wonderful 
fellowship. Make your reservations now!  
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all soon!  
 
Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 
 

September 7, 1994 - The U.S. Army closed 
its headquarters in Berlin, ending the Ameri-
can military presence in the once-divided city 
after nearly half a century. 
September 7, 1999 - For the first time since 
World War II, Germany's parliament, the 
Bundestag, returned to Berlin, former capital 
of Imperial Germany as well as Hitler's Reich. 
The Bundestag held its first session in the 
fully restored Reichstag building, attended by 
parliamentarians from around the world. The 
session also marked the 50th anniversary of 
the Bundestag's first post-war session, held in 
Bonn, the former capital of West Germany. 
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Region H Team The Hospitality Region 
REGION DIRECTOR 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
JIM & REBA BERRY 
DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
  ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 
PINS AND PATCHES 
STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 
ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
PATCHES@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
TREASURER 
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 
ED AND ANN NAHL 
TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
REGION TRAINER 
JACK WAGNER 
TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
WEBMASTER, 
SAM BELINOSKI 
WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  
COORDINATORS. 
COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
COORDINATORS 
TIM  & BECKY DINNEL 
MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
EDUCATOR 
MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 
RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 
EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
VENDOR COORDINATORS 
RUBY SEALE 
VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
MOTORIST AWARENESS  
COORDINATORS 
MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 
MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
RANDY & KATHY REESE 
COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 
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By the Book 
By: Jack Wagner - Region H Trainer  
“Learn the Truth ..Then Pass it Along” 

Participation at the Chapter level is what makes 
or breaks GWRRA. We know that a majority of 
our Members don't participate in a Chapter – 
even those who live near a Chapter. Those of 
us who 'get it' can't understand not participat-
ing. But why don't the others prefer Chapter 
life? If they were truly 'loners' they probably 
wouldn't have joined GWRRA in the first place. 
They obviously like to ride or wouldn't own a 
motorcycle. So, what's missing? Only thing left 
that I can think of is the Chapter gathering and 
activities. The Officer's Handbook outlines the 
Chapter gathering as follows:  
 

“It is the means whereby GWRRA has 
FUN, grows, teaches, educates, informs 
and establishes a basis for GWRRA’s very 
existence. The Chapter gathering is the 
most important aspect of what we strive 
the hardest to accomplish; educating our 
Members in ways of safety, skill, knowl-
edge and the FUN OF GWRRA.  
 
Properly done, a Chapter gathering is the 
perfect medium to carry out our prime re-
sponsibility to our Members. It provides 
them a place to come to gain fun, friends, 
knowledge and camaraderie. It provides 
us the opportunity to “sugar coat” the pills 
of safety so we can teach our "family” the 
tools and skills that will enable them to live 
longer and to better enjoy their chosen 
hobby —Motorcycling.  
 
Our immediate goal is to entice our Mem-

bers to come to a 
monthly activity with their 
“family.” We do this by making our Chap-
ter gatherings FUN! We make it a relaxed, 
non-political, non-religious, friendly place 
where there are No Strangers... good 
food, interesting people and educational 
programs. This is not as difficult as it 
sounds, but it is very basic to accomplish-
ing another of our missions: EDUCATE! If 
we can motivate our Members to attend a 
Chapter gathering, our job is half done. 
We must then insure that the gathering is 
so good, so interesting, so entertaining, so 
rewarding and so much FUN that they will 
return every month. They will also “talk it 
up” with their friends, thereby helping 
GWRRA receive the positive publicity that 
goes a long way in attracting new Mem-
bers into our “family.”  

 
If you are like me and have attended gather-
ings at different Chapters (or under different 
directors), I'm sure you've seen some that you 
really enjoyed and looked forward to coming 
back to, while others were, well, lets just say 
not so much. What made the good ones good? 
Think about what turned you off at others. 
Think about what brings you back month after 
month. Also look at it from the perspective of a 
visitor or 'newbie in the back of the room'. Is 
every-one made to feel welcome and appreci-
ated? Does everyone really know what is being 
talked about (use of acronyms or missing back-
ground information)? Lots of side conversations 

The Perfect Chapter Gathering 
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By the Book 
By: Jack Wagner - Region H Trainer  
“Learn the Truth ..Then Pass it Along” 

or distractions taking place? Was it fast paced 
and fun filled or drawn out and boring? Did 
folks hang around and visit afterward or rush 
out the door to leave?  
 
All of that said, what constitutes a Chapter 
gathering? Does it require going to a restaurant 
with a meeting room, eating dinner, having sev-
eral 'reports' and multiple speakers? How about 
just getting together to enjoy some fellowship 
over ice cream while discussing a 'Give Me 5' 
topic from the Rider Ed web-site? Could it be a 
Saturday morning coffee to talk about upcom-
ing events, followed by a ride (including a pre-
ride drivers' safety briefing)? Any one of these 
could fulfill the 'requirement' of a monthly Chap-
ter gathering.  
 
The bottom line of a 'perfect' Chapter gathering 
is making it what the Members want it to be – 
maybe not even the same format every month. 
The Officer's Handbook says it best. We must 
insure that the gathering is so good, so inter-
esting, so entertaining, so rewarding and so 
much FUN that folks will want to return every 
month. They will “talk it up” with their friends, 
thereby helping GWRRA receive the positive 
publicity that goes a long way in attracting new 
Members into our “family. Help make your 
Chapter gathering perfect!  
 
The more you Know,. The better it gets! Jack Wagner 
Region H Trainer 
 

====================== 
 

Special Dates in History 
September 8, 1900 - A hurricane with winds of 
120 mph struck Galveston, Texas, killing over 
8,000 persons, making it the worst natural dis-
aster in U.S. history. The hurricane and tidal 
wave that followed destroyed over 2,500 build-
ings  
 
September 11, 2001 - The worst terrorist at-
tack in U.S. history occurred as four large pas-
senger jets were hijacked then crashed, killing 
nearly 3,000 persons. Four separate teams of 
Mideast terrorists, operating from inside the 
U.S., boarded the morning flights posing as 
passengers, then forcibly commandeered the 
aircraft. Two fully-fueled jumbo jets, American 
Airlines Flight 11 carrying 92 people and United 
Airlines Flight 175 carrying 65 people, had de-
parted Boston for Los Angeles. Both jets were 
diverted by the hijackers to New York City 
where they were piloted into the twin towers of 
the World Trade Center. The impact and sub-
sequent fire caused both 110-story towers to 
collapse, killing 2,752 persons including hun-
dreds of rescue workers and people employed 
in the towers. In addition, United Airlines Flight 
93, which had departed Newark for San Fran-
cisco, and American Airlines Flight 77, which 
had departed Dulles (Virginia) for Los Angeles, 
were hijacked. Flight 77 with 64 people on 
board was diverted to Washington, D.C., then 
piloted into the Pentagon building, killing every-
one on board and 125 military personnel inside 
the building. Flight 93 with 44 people on board 
was also diverted toward Washington but 
crashed into a field in Pennsylvania after pas-
sengers attempted to overpower the terrorists.  
 

The Perfect Chapter Gathering 
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Oklahoma District Rally 
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The below form can be filled out on line at  
http://www.gwrraokla.org/files/111296096.pdf 

You can also register online at  
http://www.gwrraokla.org/2015-registration.html 
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Oklahoma Registration Form Page 2 
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Editors Puzzle Page September 2016 
See the answer to August puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 
1. Relating to aircraft 5. Look at with fixed eyes 10. Jest 14. 24 in Roman numerals 15. Relieves 16. Is endebted to 17. Not pre-recorded 18. Disappoint 20. Continuing forever 22. Strong and proud 23. Scribble 24. Daisy like bloom 25. Unruly 32. Complies 33. Borders 34. Bog 37. Photos 38. A boneless steak 39. Devil tree 40. Eastern Standard Time 41. Prods 42. Kuwaiti monetary unit 43. Something hideous 45. Kebab (alternative spelling) 49. Historic period 50. A word with the same set of       letters 53. Notify 57. Deadly nightshade 59. Mildew 60. Away from the wind 61. Weight loss plans 62. Decorative case 63. Not more 64. Mixture of rain and snow 65. Blowgun missile  1. Spindle 2. Way out 3. Rend 4. Gladdens 5. Unruffled 6. A dog wags one 7. Donkey 8. Bobbin 9. Feudal worker 10. Customers of prostitutes 11. Expect 12. Tubular pasta 13. Fruity-smelling compound 19. Outer garments  21. Anagram of "Snob" 25. Numbskull 26. Nile bird 27. Religious offshoot 28. Stoop 29. Runs in neutral 30. Excrete 31. Mesh  

34. French for Finished or Done 35. French for "State" 36. Not 38. To and ___ 39. Rendered weaponless 41. Shadow  42. A hamlet (South African         term) 44. Meal 45. A clique 46. Anoint (archaic) 47. Bundles 48. Leers 51. Contributes 52. Drudgery 53. Pot 54. Greek letter 55. Disparage 56. Modify 58. Born as  
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If you have an article, news, or other 
item of interest that you would like to 
be included in this newsletter, please 
e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 
25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 
======================================== 

TX Chapter K2 Rally  
Sep 17, 2016. 

La Costa Texas ======================================== 
Oklahoma District Rally  

Sep29 - Oct1, 2016. 
“Country Winging” 

Muskogee OK ======================================== 
TX Chapter R RRRally  

Oct 1, 2016. 
 
 ======================================== 

TX Chapter T T-Fest Rally 
Oct 8, 2016. 

699 E Veterans Memorial Blvd 
Harker Heights TX ======================================== 

TX Chapter H Rally 
Oct 15, 2016. Raymond Russell PK 

20644 IH-10 West Exit 552 
San Antonio TX

======================================== 
TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE T TEXASEXAS    
DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR S SPONSORSPONSORS  

A Little Humor  
from Readers Digest 

 
My high school assign-
ment  was to ask a vet-
eran about World War II. Since my father had 
served  in the Philippines during the war,  I 
chose him. After a few basic questions, I very 
gingerly asked, “Did you ever kill anyone?” 
Dad got quiet. Then, in a soft voice, he said, 
“Probably. I was the cook.” 
 
The steaming jungles of Vietnam were not my 
husband’s first choice  of places to spend his 
21st birthday. However, the mood was bright-
ened when he received a birthday cake from 
his sister. It was carefully  encased in a Tup-
perware container and came with this note: 
“Dick, when you’re finished, can you mail back 
my container?”  
 
My 90-year-old dad was giving  a talk at our 
local library about his World War II experi-
ences. During the question-and-answer pe-
riod, he was asked, “How did you know the 
war was over?” 
He replied, “When they stopped shooting at 
me.” 
 
 


